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called many of them to the White House and commanded, argued, and
even pleaded with them. He attempted to show them that the fate of
the nation hung in the balance. He pointed out that the legislatures of
Alabama and Georgia were threatening secession if Kansas were kept
out of the Union. In fact Georgia's Governor, Joe Brown, believed that
because of the Georgia platform of 1850 he was expected to call a
convention in that event. The Texas legislature declared itself ready to
send delegates to such a convention. In the face of these dangers to the
Union, patriotism demanded the immediate admission of the new state.
At the same time loyal Democrats would destroy the Republicans' most
important ammunition dump.22
The patronage had been brought into play. The heads of three promi-
nent Douglas postmasters at Chicago, Columbus, and Cleveland were
chopped off as a warning. The administration went so far as to approach
Trumbull, the Republican Senator from Illinois; Slidell intimated that
if he would not oppose their new appointees in Illinois he might have
some hand in making them. Douglas fought against the confirmation
of the new nominees but was defeated. Isaac Cook, the new postmaster
of Chicago, was to organize an anti-Douglas wing in Illinois and try
to gain control of the state Democratic convention. Similar efforts were
made in Ohio, and in Indiana where the district attorney was removed
and Douglas postmasters were not reappointed. Also the President let it
be known he would send in no other important appointments, none of
the New York, Philadelphia, or other city slates, until Lecompton was
disposed of.23
Buchanan may have felt it beneath his dignity to make patronage
promises directly to Congressmen, but others had no such scruples. Cobb
and Thompson, with the immense patronage of the Treasury and the
Interior, Brown with the Post Office battalions, Floyd with contracts
for feeding and equipping the army and commissions in the new regi-
ments, Toucey with contracts for new naval vessels, Cass with con-
sulates: all these could speak and did. Officeholders were called to Wash-
ington to work on Congressmen. The number of Buckeyes who were
brought on from Ohio appeared to be legion. The angel of the party,
Cornelius Wendell, seems to have supplied much of the money for this.
He also contributed or secured funds to revive or establish Lecompton